
 

 

WADDESDON LOCAL AREA FORUM 

 
 
 

DATE: 24 September 2008 

TIME: 7.00 pm 

LOCATION: 
Grendon Underwood Village 
Hall   

 

Visit www.buckscc.gov.uk/democracy for councillor information and email alerts for meetings, and 
decisions affecting your local area. 

AGENDA 
 

Item  Page No 

1 Confirmation of Chairman 
To confirm the appointment of the Chairman of the Forum.  

 

2 Appointment of Vice-Chairman 
The Vice-Chairman to be a District Councillor.  

 

3 Apologies for absence/changes in membership  

4 Declarations of Interest 
To declare any personal or prejudice interests.  

 

5 Notes from previous meeting 
Confirmation of notes from meeting on 29 November 2007 at 7pm, Marsh 
Gibbon Village Hall.  

1 - 2 

6 Matters arising 

• Update on Youth Cafes in Waddesdon and Quainton 

• Update on Local Access 

• Service Excellence Event   

3 - 20 

7 Future of locality working in Buckinghamshire 
(i) To receive report (a) County Council Resolution reported on 10 

July 2008 
(ii) To receive report (b) on the Terms of Reference. 

 
Background information can be accessed through the following link:- 
 
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListDocuments.asp?CId=107&MId=2493  

21 - 28 

8 Proposal for change of name of Forum 
It has been proposed to change the name of this Forum to Waddesdon and 
The Winchendons to better reflect the geographical spread of the area 
covered.   

 

9 Question Time 
There will be a 20 minute period for public questions. Members of the public 
are encouraged to submit their questions in advance of the meeting to 
facilitate a full answer on the day of the meeting. Questions sent in advance 
will be dealt with first and verbal questions after.  

 

10 Petitions  



 

None received  

11 Fire and Rescue Service 
Presentation by Will Rootes of the Fire and Rescue Service.  

 

12 Adult Social Care 
Presentation by Elaine Bedford from Adult Social Care.  

 

13 NAG 
An update on the activities  of the Waddesdon NAG.  

 

14 Date of Next and Future Meetings 
The next meeting of the LAF will take place on 17 December 2008 at 7pm. 
 
 
Suggested dates of Future Meetings: 
2009 
 
18 March  
17 June  
16 September  
16 December   

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
Democratic Services Contact : Katy MacDonald, Tel 01296 383604, Email 
kmacdonald@buckscc.gov.uk 
Please contact me if you have any special requirements e.g. hearing loop 
 
Agencies : Thames Valley Police, Buckinghamshire PCT, Milton Keynes and 
Buckinghamshire Fire & Rescue Service, Aylesbury Vale District Council, Buckinghamshire 
County Council 
 



Draft ACTION NOTES 
 

MEETING: Waddesdon Local Area Forum 

DATE: 29 November 2007, 7.00pm 

LOCATION Marsh Gibbon Village Hall 

 
 

Present:   

David Vick (Waddesdon Parish Council), Arthur Evans (Quainton Parish Council), Nick 
Butler (Quainton Parish Council), Chris Williams (Ludgershall Parish Council), Michael 
Rees (Wotton Underwood Parish Council), Nick Payne (Woodham Parish Council), 
Jackie Phipps (Aylesbury Vale District Council), Peter Harper (Edgcott Parish Council), 
John Cartwright (Local Member) and Michael Edmonds (Chairman and Local Member). 

In Attendance:  

David Rollins (Aylesbury Vale Youth for Christ), Peter Frizelle (Aylesbury Vale Youth for 
Christ), Lizzie Sadd (Aylesbury Vale Youth for Christ), Claire White (Aylesbury Vale 
Youth for Christ), Kieran Roberts (Aylesbury Vale Youth for Christ), Dave Smith (Bucks 
County Council), Steve Orchard (Bucks County Council), Madeleine Howe (Bucks 
County Council), Charlotte Watts (Bucks County Council), Colin Perrottet (Bucks County 
Council) and Claire Street (notes). 

Apologies:   None. 
 

ISSUES RAISED ACTION  

 Youth Cafés – Dave Rollins, Aylesbury Vale Youth for Christ 

• A research report had been compiled assessing the needs of the youth 
and community. The report identified five needs; one of these was to ‘find 
venues that would provide affordable places for young people to hang 
out’. 

• As a result of the needs identified, 5 youth cafés were being opened in 
Buckinghamshire in partnership with Thames Valley Police, in premises 
such as schools and church buildings. 

• Activities at the cafés included sports, games, crafts, drama and dance. 

• A youth café was to open in Waddesdon – members were asked to 
identify suitable premises for this. 

• One suggestion was the High School. 

• Arthur Evans from Quainton Parish Council said that Quainton PC would 
be interested in working with Dave Rollins on the Waddesdon café. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quainton Parish 
Council 

 Local Access– Charlotte Watts 

• This was a two year project with a budget of £45k aimed at improving 
access to BCC services through the use of initiatives such as Customer 
Access Points. 

• Facilities at the Customer Access Points could include leaflets, freephone 
to BCC Contact Centre or specialised IT kiosks. 

• Customer Access Points needed to be strategically placed for maximum 
contact with customers – where would be a good place in Marsh Gibbon? 

• Suggestions were village shop, mobile library or post office. Could use a 
card such as the one used by Highways on Call. 

• Key members of the community could be used to ‘signpost’ to BCC 
services – BCC could give training for this. 

• Need to avoid duplication with other information already available. 

• GC2C were hoping to develop a website with maps of the local areas 
which could be used to find out about services. 

 

 

 Highway Maintenance Issues 

• Re-surfacing at Westcott - A41 would take place on 9 December 

• The verge had been re-instated at Gypsy Bottom 

• Speed on the Gated Road – A41 – officers were looking to see if anything 

 
 
 
 

Agenda Item 5
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ISSUES RAISED ACTION  

further could be done. The area had not yet been reviewed. 

• Area 11 was to be reviewed Spring 2009. 

• Verge cutting – it seemed this was being carried out at inappropriate 
times (e.g. in winter when grass was not long). Michael Edmonds agreed 
to pursue this to ensure there had not been a charge for any extra cuts. 

• Gritting on the Berryfields gated road – this had not met the criteria for 
gritting. Concerns could be raised with the Local Member or Cabinet 
Member for Transportation. 

• Flooding Edgcott – the landowner, a local farmer, had been written to 
about the flooding. 

• Barriers near the local Police Station in Waddesdon were causing a 
problem. 

• Congestion was occurring on Baker Street / Chestnut Close, Waddesdon, 
by the yellow lines– buses were getting blocked. 

• Footpath had disappeared near the Five Arrows car park – this was 
concerning as the path was used by schoolchildren. 

• Lights were not working opposite the Toulouse Café, Waddesdon. 

• Gas poles were being situated on verges – Colin Perrottet would pursue 
with the Utility company. 

• Flooding, Blackgrove Road. This seemed to have been caused by an 
area of tarmac which had been tipped following recent resurfacing, 
preventing water from draining into ditches. 

• Flooding was occurring at Ludgershall / Kingswood. 

• Most of the chevrons at Ludgershall had been replaced – the remaining 
one was with the traffic contractor. 

• The result of the recent review of rural grass cutting was to retain the 
status quo. 

• Re-building method on the bridge at Blackgrove Road. Simon Dudley had 
contacted Railtrack who said the bedding in process was causing slight 
movement. Railtrack would be visiting the site to carry out repairs. 

 
Officers were congratulated on maintenance work carried out this year – site 
visits by officers in conjunction with Parishes were particularly helpful. 
 

 
 
 
Michael Edmonds 
 
 
 
 
Colin Perrottet / 
Dave Smith for 
maintenance 
issues raised 
 

 Service Excellence Events 

• These were being held in each of the GC2C areas – the aim was to 
explore what could be done in the local areas to improve community 
services. 

• The event for the Waddesdon cluster would take place in April / May 2008 
and was likely to be held at the Railway Centre in Quainton 

• All local members / Parishes would be invited. 
 

 

 Ideas for Future Agendas 

• Waste Disposal 

• Local Routes – Rat-Running 

• Growth (invite John Byrne / Ian McGowan – as part of the item ask them 
to explain the ten year rule). 

 

 

 Dates of Future Meetings 

• To be confirmed by Madeleine Howe. Thursdays were best. 

 
Madeleine Howe 
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Waddesdon Local Area Forum  
 
 
Purpose of Report. 
 

(a) To inform Waddesdon LAF of the County Council RESOLUTION made 
on 10 July 2008 regarding the revised GC2C Strategy 

 
(b)  Members of the LAF are asked to note this report  (See link) 
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListDocuments.asp?CId=107&MId=2493 

and the agreed County Council recommendations (11) attached and, 
invited to discuss how the resolution items can be effectively used in this 
local area. 

 
Background 
 
Local Committees 
1. In 2000 Buckingham County Council established 4 Local Committees, one for 
each District Area. 
Initially these Committees focused on Transportation and environmental issues and 
replaced the former Road Safety Consultative groups. 
Participants are County Councillors, District Councillors, Parish Councils and other 
partner bodies including some voluntary sector service providers. 
Over the course of the last 8 years both Aylesbury Vale and South Bucks Local 
Committees have adopted a joint approach with County Council and District Council 
sharing agendas.  Additionally other partners have placed items on agendas and 
promoted presentations and consultations at all 4 Local Committees. 
 
2. Constitutionally the four Local Committees are advisory although the County 
Council has made an annual Capital sum of £125K per Local Committee available for 
local Transportation and environmental use.  The committee role is to advise the Head 
of Transportation on appropriate schemes and projects and wherever possible 
suggestions/schedules of schemes have been accepted and work implemented.  The 
budget responsibility has however, remained with the Head of Transportation. 
 
Area Working (19 areas of Buckinghamshire) 
3. Over the last 2 years the localism agenda has developed both nationally and 
locally.  The County Council, through its Getting Closer to Communities Programme has 
explored service delivery and participation in consultation at a more localised level.  19 
areas have been identified for the County, 7 in Aylesbury Vale and 4 in each of 
Wycombe, Chiltern and South Bucks District Areas. 
This area concept was included within the Pathfinder documents which formed part of 
the successful bid to Government, jointly submitted by the County Council and the 4 
District Council partners. 
 
5. For some time now a number of County Council members have held cluster 
group meetings with parishes in their divisions and found that this “sub-district” 
arrangement has helped develop a sense of local identity. 

Agenda Item 7
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County Council members, holding these cluster meetings, have also included District 
colleagues and other public service providers. The Local Area Forum concept (see 
below) rationalises and formalises this sort of meeting. 
 
Proposal 
 
Local Area Forums - Consultation and Development 
6. Earlier this year (2008) a consultation document “Buckinghamshire Locality 
Strategy” was widely circulated.  This included a paper on establishing “Local Area 
Forums: A Framework for Consultation”.  The consultation sought views on a 
comprehensive partnership approach to local area working.  The draft strategy has five, 
interlinked aims:  
 

• Community Leadership 

• Community Engagement 

• Services that meet Community Need 

• Local Access 

• Joined Up Service Delivery 
   

7. The proposals included the formal establishment of 19 Local Area Forums 
(building on existing forums) aligning to the 19 areas of the county.  This concept 
accords with the Level 2 in Community Engagement work stream of Pathfinder and 
allows promotion of locality working countywide. The Forums would have a core Terms 
of Reference and some key functions, the clear expectations would be that they evolve 
to meet the different needs of the 19 local areas. The consultation document suggested 
that the 4 Local Committees would cease and 19 Local Area Forums develop during the 
next 12 months. 
 
8. The County Council at its meeting on 10 July 2008 agreed the attached 11 
recommendations. 
 
9. In the Wycombe District Area the meetings will be known as Local Community 
Partnerships to reflect the pilot work of the Pathfinder Programme. (see 7 above). 
 
Conclusion 
 
10. The decision to establish Local Area Forums builds on the success of the Local 
Committees and is a further evolution in locality working (cross LAF or whole District 
meeting is still be possible).  It is recognised that we need to record and preserve the 
benefits that have come from the Local Committees, whilst embracing the additional 
benefits that a more local approach can bring. Clearly, Local Area Forums will need time 
to evolve and to establish a wider partnership base and the management of topics to 

other forums the LSPs, in particular, will need to be addressed.  
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Council Meeting  -  10 July 2008 
 
 
The following resolution was passed: 
 
1. To approve the revised GC2C strategy and the Organisational Requirements for 

delivery. 
 
2. To continue discussions with all partners about the development of the 

Buckinghamshire Locality Strategy as the Local Strategic Partnership approach to: 
 

• Empowering communities 

• Delivering better outcomes for residents 

• Preparing for the Comprehensive Area Assessment 

• Localised delivery of the Local Area Agreement 
 
3. To undertake further work with local councils to develop a better understanding of 

the relationship with the county Council and how we can support their fundamental 
roles as the most local tier of community representatives. 

 
4. To replace Local Committees with Local Area Forums on a phased basis and to 

amend the Constitution accordingly. 
 
5. To approve the Terms of Reference, Constitution and Working arrangements for 

Local Area Forums. 
 
6. To replace the Local Committees with Local Area Forums in Aylesbury Vale and 

Local Community Partnerships in Wycombe Districts from 1 September 2008. 
 
7. To defer the replacement of the Local Committees in Chiltern and South Bucks to 

allow further discussions to take place to try to identify an agreed way forward, but to 
permit the establishment of one or more LAF’s in those Districts where there is 
support for this. 

 
8. To authorise the Leader and Deputy Leader to make changes to the arrangements 

for Local Area Forums in Chiltern and South Bucks on the basis of further 
discussions within those areas. 

 
9. To authorise the Deputy Leader to make minor changes to the terms of reference of 

Local Area Forums, in the light of the operation of the forums, in consultation with 
those forums. 

 
10. To request the Head of Legal and Democratic Services to bring forward 

recommendation for any minor amendments to the Constitution resulting from these 
decisions, which will then come to full County Council for discussion and approval. 

 
11. To undertake a review of the operation of Local Area Forums and report to the 

Council on progress in 12 months time, taking into account the results of the 
Pathfinder Pilots in Wycombe and Aylesbury Vale. 
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Terms of Reference 
 
 
Waddesdon LAF 
 
 
Purpose of Report. 
 

(a) To inform Waddesdon LAF of the contents of the proposed LAF terms 
of Reference (including Constitutional and Operating Arrangements) 

 
(b)Members of the LAF are asked to note this report and are invited to 
discuss elements of the Terms of Reference (including and Operating 
Arrangements) that are open for LAF decision. 

 
 
Background 
 

  
1. The County Council at its meeting on 10 July agreed, as part of the report 

(appendix F), GC2C a draft CONSTITUTION (including TERMS OF REFERENCE 

AND OPERATING ARRANGEMENTS) 
 

2 There are elements of these documents that are specifically related to 
individual LAFs and some items will require discussion and agreement by 
each LAF. These items include attendance at LAFs by local stakeholders. 

 
3 A presentation of the document and its contents will be made at the first 

LAF in each area (from September 2008 onwards) and members will be 
invited to discuss the contents and feedback their views via the minutes of 
the meeting. Any comments and observations will be used to inform any 
future reviews of LAF arrangements. 

 
4 Where appropriate recommendations regarding attendance (3 above) 

specific to each LAF will be noted and added to the document specific to 
that LAF. 
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D  FUNCTIONS OF LOCAL AREA FORUMS 
 
9 The GC2C Strategy sets out three broad roles for LAFs: 
 

• Local Community Planning: shaping responses to the needs of the 
local area 

• Empowered Local Decision Making: within the delegated functions 
and delegated budgets   

• Influencing and taking action on local issues 
 
10 Based on these broad roles, the functions of the LAFs are set out in the 

Table below: 
 

LOCAL AREA FORUMS – FUNCTIONS 
 
1 Setting Priorities for the Area 

• To develop, as the basis for collective action, a shared 
understanding of local issues and priorities for improving the 
quality of life of the area. 

• To agree a Local Community Plan for the area, which reflects 
local priorities, the delivery of County and District Community 
Plans and the Local Area Agreement within the area. 

• To oversee the effectiveness of public services within the 
community area in meeting local needs, informed by 
residents’ feedback, and to recommend changes to service 
policy as appropriate. 

• To consult and engage local people and local stakeholders on 
the priorities and policies of local service providers, including 
the desired level and range of services and major service 
developments affecting the area and annual budget 
proposals.  (Note: examples of this would be waste, major 
development proposals, school closures).   

 
2 Empowered Decision Making with Funding  

• To take decisions on matters devolved* from the County 
Council, District Council and other partner organisations, 
including town and parish councils.  

• To take decisions on budgets allocated* by the County 
Council, District Council and other partners. (*Note: this will be 
subject to negotiation with Services and partners) 

• To inform the relevant organisations on changes to the 
allocation of funding in the local community area to more 
effectively meet local needs 

 
3. Taking Action on Community Issues 

• To oversee community engagement* in the area, to co-
ordinate local consultation events, to promote and extend 
community empowerment in the area and to ensure feedback 
on issues raised.  (*Note: this is defined as levels 1 and 2 in 

Agenda Item 7 Appendix 3
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the Community Engagement Pathfinder project) 

• To refer issues of local concern to the relevant organisation or 
partnership for attention, to monitor action and negotiate the 
resolution of issues. 

• To undertake a local scrutiny role on service policy, 
performance or issues of local concern*, including co-option 
onto local overview and scrutiny committees for specific 
reviews and dealing with Councillor Calls for Action and 
local petitions. (*Note: the local scrutiny function will need to 
be exercised proportionately and with regard to the 
programme of Overview and Scrutiny Committees to avoid 
duplication)  
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